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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! Yes, that’s right. In
2008 we reached the 20th anniversary of
“Mandatory Hunter Education” in Texas. Can
you believe how fast it has gone by? Just to give
you an example, 161,013 students were certified
between 1972 through 1987. Since “mandatory”
hunter education began in 1988, with your help
617,816 students have been certified through
May 2008—or 20 years of the mandatory
program. See what a great job you are doing?
We couldn’t have done it without you.

Included with this newsletter is the 2009 Work-
shop Schedule. Twenty years ago we were doing
six workshops per year plus one or two advanced
workshops. Now, look at the workshops being
conducted, including all the advanced topics
from which to choose. These workshops enable
you to enhance the quality of your training,
which has been their purpose since 1977, the
year the first workshop was held. Be sure to
mark your choices and send the form to Kathy.

The following is a summary of fiscal year 2008
accomplishments reflecting all you’ve accom-

plished in one year. Please give yourself a
big hand!

m 31,187 students were trained in 3,303 courses
conducted statewide.

continued on page 2

2008 Expo Near-Perfect Event

When the last visitors trickled out of the Austin headquarters grounds late
Sunday on October 5, a total of 37,575 people had enjoyed the 17th annual Texas
Parks and Wildlife Expo. That’s down from about 42,000 visitors last year, but
considerably more than the close to 8,000 who attended the first Expo in 1992.
In the event’s early years, it seemed that bigger was better. But after a record
46,800 visitors rocked staff back on their heels in 2000, organizers and leaders
saw how longer crowd lines and the strain of growth tested the event.

TPWD has since focused on the quality of the visitor experience as the most
important measure of success. And by all accounts, based on glowing customer
feedback over the weekend, Expo XVII was superb, with almost no problems and
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Editor’s Corner, continued

335 new instructors were certified in 52 12-hour workshops.
7,481 students were trained using the Internet/Hunter Skills
Trail method.

12,453 students participated in live-firing activities.

18,673 students participated in field activities.

A total of 287 teachers, 17 trainers, four statewide trainers
and 190 schools were trained in the Texas Archery in
Schools program.

m A total of 8,619 students participated in archery
outreach events.

m TPWD received $580,880 of in-kind contributions from
hunter education volunteer hours.

m 8,042 people shot in 41 sporting clays events conducted
by staft.

m 15,209 people participated in 96 firearm safety presentations,
hunting seminars and related outreach activities provided
by staff.

m 13,029 people participated in shooting activities at the annual
Texas Parks & Wildlife Expo held in Austin the first weekend
of October.

m TPWD approved $278,000 in Target Range Construction
Grants.

Hunter Education introduced thousands more
to safe, responsible hunting activities and we
look forward to working with you in 2009!

Speaking of 2009, please mark your calendars for the annual
Hunter Education Instructor Conference to be held in
Corpus Christi on February 21. It will be held at the Brighton
Park Baptist Church Fellowship Hall, 3418 Airline Road.

The Red Roof Inn located at 6805 S. Padre Island Drive is the
host motel and has a block of rooms reserved for the event.
Prices are as follows: Queen Standard and Business/King -
$50.99; Deluxe - $62.99; Suite - $110.99 plus tax on each. You

may contact them at (361) 992-9222, or fax them at (361) 992-
7008. Please do this now! Look for the registration form in
the packet with this newsletter.

We will have a very special guest speaker, Dick Turpin, of
Nebraska. He is the former Hunter Education coordinator and
director of law enforcement. He is the host of Bowhunting, a
Timeless Tradition, a DVD used in our program. He is quite a story
teller, speaker, custom turkey-call maker and band member. You
will not want to miss his presentation. Here is what some of his
references have said about him.

“Dick Turpin is truly a Blood Brother of the Great American
Outdoor Dream, and when he creates his artistic, magical turkey
calls or celebrates our cherished hands-on conservation lifestyle
in his writings and speaking presentations, souls are touched and
lives are upgraded.”

Ted Nugent, Ted Nugent Spirit of the Wild

“Any audience that has ever had the pleasure of listening to one
of his knowledgeable, insightful, and absolutely hilarious presen-
tations has walked away with a greater appreciation of the subject
at hand and thoroughly entertained. Better than any speaker I
have ever met, Dick has the unique ability to draw his audience
into these stories while providing an educational discussion on
just about any outdoor-related topic.”

Jeff Rawlinson, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

For more information about Dick Turpin, visit his Web site at
www.turpincalls.com

Again, thanks for all you do for hunter education, and we do
look forward to a great year!

Always be safe,
Terry Erwin
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Texas Parks & Wildlife Expo, continued

a multitude of stakeholders singing our praises. The department’s
flagship outreach event continues be an effective way to reach
youth and families, as again this year about half of the attendees
were children.

New activities this year kept the event vibrant and appealing to
urban audiences, including the new Be A Diver SCUBA pool, new
spokespeople like husband-and-wife pro anglers Hector and Diane
DeLaGarza, new Xtreme shotgun shooter Patrick Flanigan, and
the evolved and expanded Fishing FUNdamentals area and Green
Zone sustainable living area. Close to 600 people tried SCUBA
diving for free at Expo, and staff set an efficiency record for work-
ing visitors through the activity the fastest since the pool began
making the rounds at festivals across the nation 10 years ago.

Tried and true Expo

staples continued their
strong draw, with thousands
of youth experiencing shoot-
ing sports, fishing and many
other activities. Master fal-
coner John Karger, whose
educational birds of prey
show has thrilled crowds
since the first Expo, was in
the spotlight Sunday, as TV
news crews came to cover the
story of an injured bald eagle
found in East Texas and
brought to Expo for care.

“I can’t say enough good things about my first Texas Parks &
Wildlife Expo as executive director,” said Carter Smith. “Words
can’t come close to capturing the enormity of this event, its power
to communicate the fun and importance of outdoor recreation

and conservation, and most importantly, how the Expo brings
into sharp relief once again the dedication, commitment and
effectiveness of this agency’s staff. So many people came up to me
and to Ernie and others and thanked us for a job well done. The
credit goes to all of us, and to our wonderful sponsors, partners
and volunteers. Great team effort!”

Shooting Tops Expo Favorite Activity Survey

Attendees were asked to indicate their favorite activity. When
individuals attending with children were asked this question, the
parent typically asked the child what their favorite activity was
while attending Expo. The open-ended responses were reviewed,
and the responses were coded into a variety of categories. The
frequency of responses were examined and the results are presented
in the table below. The shooting activities ranked the most popular,
followed by fishing activities and the birds of prey demonstra-
tions. All of the primary response categories are presented.

ACTIVITY PERCENT
Shooting Activities 32%
Fishing Activities 31%
Birds of Prey 16%
Kayaking 12%
Scuba 4%
Fire Fight 3%
Turtles 2%
SeaWorld 2%
Climbing 1%




e |

Whiz-Bang Highlights Youth Shooting

The 15th Annual Whiz-Bang 4-H Shooting Sports event was
hosted by Charlie Wilson, TPWD’s shooting sports coordinator,
on Friday, October 3. The top five shooters in the Senior, Junior

and Intermediate divisions were invited to attend. Senior Division

winners were in this order: First Place, Logan Gaskins, Knott;
Second Place, Kyler Ford, Burleson; Third Place, Leo Ybanez,
Corpus Christi; Fourth Place, James Bryan, Lake Jackson; and
Fifth Place, Tyler Martin, New Braunfels.

Junior Winners were: First Place, William Onderdonk, Spring
Branch; Second Place, Colton Anderson, Spring Branch; Third
Place, Zach Gauntt, Teague; Fourth Place, Konner Worthington,
Childress; and Fifth Place, Colt McBee, Brady.

Intermediate winners were: First Place, Zach Charbula, Alvin;
Second Place, Phillip Jungman, Caldwell; Third Place, T. J. Tuttle,
Boerne; Fourth Place, Jacob Perrine, Helotes; and Fifth Place,
Colt Woods, Kountz.

First-place winners were awarded lifetime hunting and fishing
licenses sponsored by Fort Worth Sportsmen’s Club, and second-
place winners were awarded a Browning X-Bolt Rifle in either
7mm-08 or .243 cal. provided by Browning Arms. All participants
were awarded trophies for their respective class which were
provided by Browning Arms.

First Place winners, left to right: Zach Charbula, Intermediate;
Logan Gaskins, Senior; and William Onderdonk, Junior.

Additional prizes awarded included custom gun fittings,
shooting coats, vests, caps, a custom gun case by Americase,
trap throwers, gun cleaning kits by Otis Technologies, videos
and several other items valued at $28,000.

Wharton County Jury Returns Guilty Verdict in
Trial of Man Accused of Killing Game Warden

AUSTIN, Texas — A Wharton County jury took just two and a
half hours to return a verdict of “guilty, capital murder” in the
trial of 27-year-old James Garrett Freeman, of Lissie, who shot
and killed Texas Game Warden Justin Hurst on March 17, 2007.
The sentencing phase of the trial began on November 4, and
Wharton County District Attorney Josh McCown has indicated
he will seek the death penalty.

The jury reached a verdict in the punishment phase of the trial of
James Garrett Freeman, who was found guilty of capital murder
on Monday November 3. The jury sentenced Freeman to the
death penalty. Freeman shot and killed Texas Game Warden
Justin Hurst on March 17, 2007.

“We are all very relieved by the verdict that was rendered by the
jury today,” said Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Executive
Director Carter Smith. “It is a fitting decision given the horrific
nature of the crime committed against our colleague, Texas Game
Warden Justin Hurst. Our prayers and thoughts remain with
Justin’s wife and son, and with his parents and family, as they
continue to cope with his loss.”

Freeman was suspected of poaching, and opened fire on Hurst
and other law enforcement officers following a high-speed police
chase on the eve of the game warden’s 34th birthday. Hurst died
early the next morning at Hermann Memorial Hospital in
Houston, leaving behind a wife and infant son.

Seventeen game wardens have died in the line of duty since 1919.
“We feel for the families that were affected by the senseless killing
of Game Warden Justin Hurst and are grateful that in the end,
justice was served,” said Col. Pete Flores, TPWD’s Law
Enforcement Division director.

Hurst began his TPWD career as a wildlife biologist and spent six
years at the 15,612-acre wildlife management area formerly
known as Peach Point WMA. The wildlife management area,
where Hurst conducted research on mottled ducks and other
wildlife, was renamed in his honor on Oct. 12, 2007.

Hurst graduated from the 48th Texas Game Warden Academy in
August 2002, and after a year in Brazos County, transferred to
Wharton County.



Gene Norton Certifies 7,000th Student
Twelve-year-old Hunter Medlin of Baytown, Texas,
registered for Gene Norton’s hunter education course
recently, and little did he know he would make history.
Gene knew just how many students he needed to reach
the 7,000 mark and was careful with the registration
process. Gene verified the number and marked Hunter’s
registration form when he came in. As everyone was
finishing up the final exam, Gene stopped the class and
stated, “I have just graded my 7,000th student, and he is
Hunter Medlin.” During the course, Hunter was accom-
panied by his mother, Julie, who was very surprised at
the announcement. Hunter received a stuffed bag full
of items as a remembrance of the occasion.
Congratulations, Gene and Hunter!

San Antonio River Authority Honored

Members of the South Central Texas Hunter
Education Instructors Association presented
the San Antonio River Authority (SARA) with
a “Certificate of Appreciation” for their
support and contributions to the Hunter
Education program during one of the SARA
board meetings. Shown here (left to right) are
Game Warden Kathleen Stuman; Capt. Danny
Villalobos; Brock Minton, TPWD training
specialist holding the plaque; John Rodriguez
making the presentation; Ross Walker,
president; and Dr. Peggy Weyel, secretary.

First Deer

Jesus Franco of McAllen, middle, poses with
his first deer. His little brother on the left
holds his rifle carefully, and his father, Jesus
Franco, Sr., smiles very proudly. Jesus, Sr., is
a hunter education instructor and also is a
technical biologist employed by TPWD in
the Valley.
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[ ] Gerald Chapman Retires
! Gerald Chapman sent a very nice
letter of resignation recently explain-
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ing why he was leaving the program.
He began teaching in 1972 and held
179 courses certifying 1,425 students.
He attended 19 workshops and
gained NRA/THEA Academy recogni-
tion. He said, “T just can’t stand up

3

all those long hours anymore,

although Gander Mountain in
Amarillo wanted me to continue.”

How fitting that he earned the
Texas Hunter Education Hall of
Fame Award last year, and is the
first one listed on the new Hall of
Fame plaque donated by the Dallas
Arms Collector’s Association, Inc.
He is pictured (above, left) with his
wife and Terry Erwin during a visit

Ryan Hall shows off a
nice 18-pound gobbler
with a 9-inch beard and
1-inch spurs taken near
Cotulla. Guiding him on
the hunt was Chris Meyer,
Hunter Education
instructor from Cotulla.
Congratulations, Ryan!

to the Hunter Education office over
the Thanksgiving holidays. His
daughter lives in Leander, north of
Austin. Congratulations, Gerald, for
so many years of service!

Steve Hall, education director and Heidi Rao, Hunter Education
training specialist, were among the few who limited out during the
early teal season in September. This was the first time they bad
hunted together, and their host was Ed Gerbardt of Houston.
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Firearm Incentive Award

Danny Odom, area chief from Orange, receives his 3,000-point rifle
incentive award from an employee at McBride’s Guns in Austin.
Danny added some money to the gift certificate and purchased
one of the new Browning X-Bolt rifles in .270 caliber.
Congratulations, Danny!

On the left is Thomas Saldias, TPWD hunter edu-
cation instructor, IHEA Board Representative, SCI
Representative from Peru, and PhD graduate stu-
dent at A&M University, who is presenting a
memento of appreciation to General Ganiku, the
Director General of Firearms Control in Peru. As
part of Thomas’ graduate studies, be is working to
legalize bunting activities in Peru and to promote
legal and ethical hunting practices in that country.
Anyone who enters Peru for hunting purposes must
go through General Ganiku to obtain a firearms
permit to enter the country.

This group of youth was drawn to attend the hunt
on the Faulkner Ranch near Kerrville. Standing,
third from left, is Kathy Powell, with her grand-
daughter, Ashley, directly in front of her. They were
guided by Duke Walton, kneeling in front.

DONATED Bryant Truitt, area chief from Hunt, and Duke Walton, area chief from
Porter, conducted the Hunter Skills Trail during the Faulkner Ranch Youth
Hunt as a refresher of what the students learned during the hunter educa-
tion course and to better hone their skills during the hunt, especially in what
to look for in judging a buck deer. Thanks so much for your help, gentlemen.




Mexico Courses Continue to Progress

Edgar Wenzel, instructor from Puebla, Mexico, has certified

over 200 students since May. He may very well have set some

high goals for others to follow and try to reach in Mexico.
Congratulations, Edgar, and keep up the great work! Edgar
will undergo additional training and will begin to certify
instructors in his area next year to assist him next year.

Hunter Education Instructors — A Message from Horton

This information is brought to you on behalf of the North
American Crossbow Federation (NACF). The NACF has
established an educational Web site at www.crossbowed.org

This Web site contains a 20-minute crossbow educational video
titled Crossbow Education — 101. This video is broken down into
15 chapters, so it loads quickly for users that do not have a high-
speed Internet provider. It is also possible to download the video
to a disk.

After going to this Web site you may find that due to high level of
firewall protection that may be on your computer, you may NOT
be able to run the video. If this is the case, you will need to burn
the video to a disk to view the contents.

This site also contains a PDF copy of the latest edition of
Crossbow Dynamics — Second Edition. The new edition of this
publication provides information about the functional dynamics
of crossbows, and the benefits and effects of crossbows in states

Welcome, New Area Chief

where crossbows are used in the archery season. Also covered are
state agency-supplied usage and harvest data along with hunter
survey information about crossbow usage.

Further, this site contains a PDF that shows a list of states and
Canadian provinces and their current regulations on crossbows.
If you feel the explanation of the crossbow season in your state or
providence on this PDF needs editing, please advise us.

On behalf of the NACF we hope you find this Web site useful as a
supplemental educational source that you will share with the
Hunter Education instructors and staff. If you have any
questions, please contact me.

Lee H. Zimmerman

Director, Marketing Development
Horton Mfg. Company L.L.C.
Phone (330) 633-0305 Ext. 123
Fax (330) 633-7751

Dr. Kyle McGregor of Stephenville began his duties recently by certifying graduates of Tarleton State University’s Agriculture Education
majors. Many of these new instructors will become Agriculture Science teachers in high schools across Texas.

Dr. McGregor was initially certified in 1996 and was teaching Ag. Science in high school, so he has firsthand knowledge of the needs of
these students and how to deal with a captive audience. He later moved to take the position at Tarleton as associate professor in the
Department of Agricultural Services & Development. He will be responsible for training Ag. Education graduates from Tarleton and any
other nearby instructor applicants in the Erath County. Welcome aboard.
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Lead in Venison: A Personal View

[What one informed hunter is telling his friends and relatives]

by Jeff Davis, Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin, Editor Whitetails Unlimited Magazine

My friends and relatives know that I pay
close attention to things like this, and
have been calling me asking about what
they should do this hunting season.
Frankly, there isn’t one clear answer, and
because of that 'm not comfortable in
telling them what they should do. So, I've
been telling them what I'm going to do,
and why; and that they should draw their
own conclusions. I'm sharing those con-
clusions here, but remember that ’'m not
telling anyone what they should do, just
what I'm going to do this hunting season.
I'll start with the what, and then the why.

The first conclusion I've made is that even
if I change nothing this year, everything
will still be fine. (No one anywhere has
reported any symptoms of lead poisoning
from eating venison, and lead levels in the
blood of hunters are not elevated.)

Second, based on the very conservative
level of risk that 'm willing to accept, I am
going to change a few things this year: 'm
going to spend more time at the range, to

In a departure from our usual press releases, this is a completely personal

view, and not information or a position from my employer, Whitetails

Unlimited. Both personally, as a hunter who enjoys consuming the deer I kill,

and in my position as editor of Whitetails Unlimited magazine, | have been

very interested in the lead in venison story. | have read everything about it |

can get my hands on, and have formed my own independent opinion based

on what I’'ve found.

make sure that my first bullet will hit
exactly where I want it to, to ensure a one-
shot kill. (I work hard to know my range
and skill level, and I pass on any shots that
have a low chance of success.)

I will discard more meat around the
wound channel. Proper bullet placement
and using one bullet will reduce how
much meat needs to be discarded. (Tiny
bits of lead have been found a foot away
from the bullet path in some test carcass-
es.) I will not rely on washing the carcass
to eliminate the lead. (Tests have indicated
that washing just moves the lead around,
rather than actually washing it away.)

I will not feed venison to any friend or
relative of mine under the age of six, or a
woman who is pregnant, trying to get
pregnant, or nursing. I have no hesitation
in eating it myself, or serving it to anyone
else I care about. (Young children, babies
and fetuses are at the most risk from lead,
and it just seems prudent to try to elimi-
nate all the risk you can. This may be
overcautious, but there is nothing lost by
being over-careful in this situation.)

I'm going to keep reading everything I can
about the topic, and if something changes I
will re-evaluate my position. Ignoring an
actual problem is just as brainless as overre-
acting to a nonexistent problem. I face risk
every time I get in my car, and yet I still
drive, but I do so in a manner that reduces
my risk as much as possible. Hunting, and
eating what I shoot, is no different.

What I've decided to do this hunting
season is based on the level of risk that I
am willing to accept. A couple of people I
know want to be safer than me, and have
asked how to reduce the risk closer to
zero. Here is what I've told them:

Take up bow hunting. Use a muzzleloader
or shotgun. (Tests using muzzleloaders
and shotgun slugs report much less lead
fragmentation. I believe that this is
because slugs and muzzleloaders travel
much slower than rifle bullets, and frag-
ment less on impact.) Switch to a bullet
that does not contain lead. Or use a
bonded bullet, and combine that bullet
type with a caliber that moves more slowly,
reducing the likelihood of fragmentation.

Hunting is a wonderful experience, and
consuming what I take is part of that
experience. There is no need to put
myself, or those I care for, at risk. But by
being informed and taking some simple,
prudent precautions, I can reduce that
risk to a level with which I am completely
comfortable.

Again, these are my personal conclusions,
based on my research, and this is simply
what I am going to do this year. It is
incumbent on all hunters to make every
aspect of their hunting experience safe for
themselves and those around them.

Do your research, have fun hunting, and
enjoy your venison!
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Warden Saves Snake Bite Victim’s Life

To Whom It May Concern:

On Sunday, June 29, Russell Southard was bitten by a Formosa cobra. His first phone call was to Game Warden John Rao. Without delay,
John told Russell what hospital to go to and what to do in the meantime. John made all the right phone calls. He called Stan Mayes of the
Houston Zoo, who found the antivenin before the ambulance arrived. He was waiting in the ER as the ambulance pulled up. He instructed doc-
tors away from two different, wrong antivenins, which if administered, would have killed Russell. He also comforted our family before the
doctors even came out and talked to us. If it hadn’t been for John, Russell wouldn’t have made it. Russell owes his life to him, and we would
like to express our appreciation to John, who went out of his way to save Russell’s life. You have an outstanding employee with a great heart
who deserves credit for his part in saving Russell. If there is anything we can do to return the favor, please don’t hesitate to ask.

Sincerely,
Russell Southard and family, Houston, Texas

ooz acevses —— SUpport IHEA: www.ytbtravel.com/ihea
If you would like to contribute to the International Hunter Education Association (IHEA), then

lH - A begin booking your travel plans with YTB Travel. For each trip you book, including air fare,

ResponSible Hu ntil‘lg motel, rental car or vacation, YTB will contribute a fee to IHEA. Your contribution will collectively
raise much-needed funds for the association to promote safe and responsible hunting practices.

Texas Hunters for the Hungry

The economy is down, people are hungry, and now is the time to be thinking about sharing with those
less fortunate. Hunting season is winding down, so if you or anyone you know has any extra venison or
wild game to share, please contact the Texas Hunters for the Hungry at (800) 992-9767, ext. 506, or visit
them at www.tacaa.org/hunters.htm

Looking at the HFTH brochure, it is rewarding to see how many FFA chapters process this meat for
their local communities. Many of these youth hunt and then donate the meat. More importantly, these
youth are learning a lifelong activity that builds character, self-esteem and a sense of worth in their
school. Let’s help these folks while we help our youth. You won’t be sorry you did.

KATHY’'S CORNER

Hi Folks! Yep, it’s me again. Suddenly, we have had a “rash” of paperwork coming in with no final reports, incomplete
reports, (e.g., funding, dates, grades, signatures). What is going on? This really causes us a lot of intense labor and slows
down the processing.

Customer service is one of our top priorities, but with incomplete reports, it creates a breakdown in that service. When
students call in and ask about their cards, it creates a lot of animosity. Please help us by going over the registration forms
and completely filling in all required spaces before processing and mailing.

Another thing ... DO NOT SEND CASH IN THE MAIL. Our incoming revenue staff has cautioned us about instructors

sending cash in the mail. The instructor is responsible for the funding until it arrives and is posted by the department. If it
were to get “lost” or not show up, guess what? The instructor must come up with the funding for that course. Do us all a

favor and please send a cashier’s check, money order, or personal check so no one has to experience such a loss.

With this new year comes another 3,000(+) courses. I look forward to continuing to serve you—the best instructors in
North America!




Thank you and everyone involved in helping make my
son’s dream of going hunting come true. Attached is a
picture of his success! Pictured are my 10-year-old son,
Hunter Wright, along with his first deer, his rifle instruc-
tor, Josh Vacek (of Hot Wells Shooting Center) and myself,
Jeanne Troyano. The experience was truly one my son will
treasure for the rest of his life! You all made a huge differ-
ence in this young boy’s life!! Thank you again so much
for your generosity, guidance and willingness to help make
my son’s dream of going hunting a reality. You’re terrific!

Sincerely,
Jeanne Troyano

Staff:

Our hunter education course on August 23-24 was
sponsored by the Houston Gulf Coast Chapter of Safari
Club International (SCI) and the Houston Safari Club. All
registration fees and meals for students and instructors
were covered. I want to thank the team of instructors for
doing such a great job; but this is not about us, but the
young man that won the drawing for a whitetail hunt on
the Sombrerito Ranch in Laredo. The hunt was donated
by Mr. Bill Carter of Carter’s Country Sporting Goods

in Houston.

@)

The week before the class started, I received a call from

Mr. Wayne Yargo of Crockett. He asked if it was true that we
were putting on a hunter education course that was free.
When I told him, “yes it was true,” he wanted to know if it
would be okay if he brought four kids (his son, two nephews
and his preacher’s son) and slept in the back of his pickup
truck because he couldn’t afford a motel. I told him to come
to my house and stay in my “camp house” at no charge and I
would get him and the boys to the course and back. Little
did I know how much that would change my life!

I know the Lord works in mysterious ways, but sometimes it
still amazes me. Shane Kaiser, president of the Houston
Gulf Coast Chapter of SCI, drew the winning ticket, and it
was none other than Mr. Yargo’s nephew, 10-year-old
Damien Stowe. I just could not believe it was that little boy,
as there was not a more deserving kid in that room unless it
was his big brother.

I learned that the boy’s mom and dad had been killed in an
auto accident the year before and the boys were to be separated
in the foster care system. Their uncle, Wayne Yargo, wouldn’t
let that happen, so he went to court and was awarded
guardianship of the boys. Three months later, while working
as a truck driver, Mr. Yargo had a wreck and is now disabled,
can’t work and is raising three boys on his disability check!

Damien Stowe had the time of his life on this hunt. For
everyone on the ranch, from Mr. Carter, who was his guide,
to the ranch hands and the SCI team (Shane Kaiser and
family), it was a most memorable weekend. Tim Gonzales of
Austin/Ryan Productions came and filmed Damien’s hunt,
to be aired on TV this month sometime. The guys from
Zarco Camouflage donated blue camouflage for Damien
and his Uncle Wayne that was a big hit.

Damien’s 8-1/2-year-old, 225-pound, 9-point, whitetail buck
is currently in first place in the Los Cazadores deer contest!
Damien is eligible for a first Texas Big Game Award also. It
was my pleasure to take them to the ranch and back just to
be part of such a great time in a young man’s life.

Happy Trails,
Duke

Wayne Yargo,
Damien Stowe
and Duke Walton
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Above is Colton Hunter with his 10-point buck taken
near Mason, Texas, on December 8. Colton loves to hunt,
and they spend a lot of time together according to his
father, Ron Hunter.

Editor’s Note: It appears that some youngsters are beginning to
bunt at an early age, mostly because of their parents’ involve-
ment. Colton is 10 and is now certified since the ruling was
changed in 2008. Congratulations, Colton!

Dear Casimer Stawicki:

I thought I would send you a thank-you note. The hunter
education course was informative and entertaining. The
knowledge acquired will lead to a long and safe lifetime of
hunting from Shelby. He and I, with a couple of relatives,
went shooting yesterday at the American Shooting
Center. Shelby did well for his first time out trying to hit
moving targets. I had asked my brothers to quiz him on
hunter safety and general hunting while at the range.
They were surprised at how well he could answer their
questions and properly handle the firearm on the range.
Now all I have to do is get him to lead the target and to
not stop the gun when pulling the trigger. Thanks for the
interesting class and for furthering Shelby’s education.

Douglas M. Barnhart (Barny)
Barnhart Motor Sports

Good morning, Mr. Stawicki:

My son, Hunter Wright, truly enjoyed the Hunter
Education course at Gander Mountain. I, too, was
impressed with your skill in teaching such a wide range of
students. I appreciate your ability to relate to the young-
sters as well as the adults. I want to thank you for your
encouragement in motivating Hunter to practice safety all
the time and to pursue his interest in the great outdoors.

Thanks again!
Jeanne Troyano, Hunter Wright's Mom

Dear Sirs:

My Son and I took the hunter education course at Farm
& Ranch on August 23-24 in Houston. I would like to
thank Duke Walton for his hard work and dedication. I
would also like to thank all of his instructors and SCI for
putting on this course. Keep up the hard work and dedi-
cation for those of us who love the outdoors and hunting.
I can’t say it enough. Thanks again.

Jim Burgess

Staff:

Here is a photo of the first Hunter Education class held at
the new Washington County Hunter Education and
Marine Junior ROTC facility at Brenham High School.
The class was held on August 16th at Chappell Hill and
on August 17 at the new facility in Brenham. We had 22
students. Hunter Education instructors Charles Wicke
and Bob Stogdill were assisted by Capt. Ken Tofel, Senior
Marine Instructor, Cadet Lieutenant Brad Schramm and
Cadet Gunnery Sergeant Cassie Clay as range officers.
Live firing was conducted on the new Mike and Nina
Hopkins Shooting Range, which is a 25 position 10-meter
air-gun range. The students greatly enjoyed using the
state-of-the-art air rifles. The new classrooms have superb
audiovisual facilities. TPWD contributed $450,000 toward
the construction of this range, which is available for
teaching hunter education courses in Washington County.

Sincerely,
Bob Stogdill

Dear Staff:

My 13-year-old son, Logan, and I went through the
hunter education course in Houston on August 23-24.
Two days after Hurricane Ike blew into town our daugh-
ter called to see if we had lighter fluid. Stores were out
and neighbors were out. I remembered something from
the “survival skills” portion of the weekend and told her
about cotton balls and Vaseline creating a wonderful fire-
starter. Her friends laughed, until they saw the raging
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charcoal inferno and enjoyed a hot meal. So, even though
it wasn’t out in the field, we had a chance to apply what
we learned.

I have taken Logan dove hunting once. He had a great
time and remembered the safety lessons. We’re going to
go hunting with Grandpa in Roswell, NM, over
Thanksgiving and everyone is looking forward to that!
Thanks for volunteering your time to teach the safety
class. It really does matter!

John Mitton
President
Mitton Media

Hello Sirs:

This should be directed to the Hunter Education instruc-
tors. I am a deer hunter and have been seeing deer corn
bags all over the highways on the way to our deer lease in
East Texas. I think this just adds to the bad image that
some people feel toward hunters. I think it would be a
good idea for all of the instructors to mention in their
classes for hunters to secure their empty corn bags so they
won’t blow out of the back of pickups, etc. By the way, I
have taken the hunter education course once with my 14-
year-old son when he was 12, and sat in on a class with my
other son, who is currently 12. T was very impressed. You
guys did a great job putting the course together.

Jeff Reissig

Montgomery, Texas

INSTRUCTOR DISCOUNTS
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Th&First and Only
| | Gun, Meurited
State Call Holders

Gunslate:

Features:

*Fits both Right and Left Hand Guns
*Includes Rear Sight System
*Works with any Slate Call
*Built In Striker Holder
*Better Sound Projection
* Reduces Hunter Movement

THE GG UNSLA T'ETR

“Better Hunting Through Innovation”

Gunslater

For pricing and more information or to purchase
one of these items, contact Tim Ferguson at
(270) 776-6262.

DEAD EYE SUPPLY

www.saf-t-plug.com

THE FUTURE OF SHOTGUN SAFETY

Visit IHEA Web Site for
Discount Offers

IHEA has a central Web page that lists numerous discount
offers for instructors. This site can be found at
www.ihea.com/instructors/special-offers-for-
instructors.php, or go to www.ihea.com, click on the
Instructors tab on the green bar, then click Special Offers
For Instructors. You don’t have to be a member of THEA
(although it is encouraged) to receive a discount. All instruc-
tors qualify, but the vendor will require that they provide
documentation to prove that they are a state certified HE
instructor.
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NEW INSTRUCTORS

Welcome, New Instructors

If you recognize any of these folks who might live near you, please give them a call and ask if you
can help them get started. Remember, it is always appreciated when you lend a helping hand.

June

Michael Hughes
Matthew Abernathy

July

Casey Thompson
Matthew Townsend
Matthew McLelland
Emily Stashak
Mickey Phillips
Judith Phillips

August

Fred Wardell
Mark Sitka
Mark Spillman
Peggy Elliott
Melinda Brooks
Howard Pearlman
Patrick Loughan
Joanna Marsh
William Conner
Rowdy Myers
Sara Best

Daniel L. Odom

James Strickler

Matthew Harrison, Jr.

Wayne Bullock
Tamara Christian

Patrick Sesco

September

Jon King
John Graf

Woodville
Spring

Arlington
Centerville
Texarkana
Pearland
Carrizo Springs

Carrizo Springs

Clyde
Lufkin
Springtown
Sandia
Highland Village
Dallas
Arlington
Katy
Huntington
Fort Worth
Blum
Kirbyville
Cypress
Sandia
Newcastle
Penelope
Garland

Carrollton

Vernon

Marc Moran
Shawn Boles
Brian Smith
Terry Carpenter
Christina Capps
Steven Sutton
Howard Crenshaw
David Johnson
Rachel Burchfield
Rebecca Curry
Jim Reed

Maria Araujo

Paul Harvey
Brian Garmer
Linda Scales
James Mattern
Melissa Broussard
Richard Triplitt

October

Scott Schams
Kyle Baker
Anthony Beggs
Lloyd Corder, Jr.
Daniel Noack
Daniel Graeber
Brady Rasco
Wesley Fikes
Mitchell Gentry
Leon Smith
Thad Smith
Dusty Ford
Greg Morris
Shaine Nixon
Brent Williams
Jason McKibben
Greg Morris, 1T
J. Mark Fletcher

Lewisville
Ranger
Abilene
Lone Oak
Normangee
Gilmer
Cooper
Argyle
Seabrook
Lindale
Vernon
Austin
Carthage
Snyder
Euless
Alvord
Alba
Gouldbusk

College Station
Cuero

Rising Star